
Grammar Practice:  Independent Clauses 
Name__________________________________ 

 
An independent clause is the simplest sentence you can write.  It’s called a simple sentence. 

I love you. 

My uncle is in jail. 

Don't eat that pinecone. 

At minimum, an independent clause consists of a subject and a verb that can stand alone as a sentence. 
Quick refresher: A subject is the person, place, idea, or thing that is either doing something or being 
something in the sentence. Find it by finding the verb (that's the part of the sentence that creates the 
action) and then seeing what is the thing that is doing the action of the verb. If that makes no sense, 
hang in there: In the first sentence, the verb is 'love' and the thing that is loving is 'I,' so I is the subject. 

TRY IT!  Using this explanation and the example sentences, write 3 independent clauses of your own on 
the lines below.  When you’re finished, stop.  We’ll go through the rest of the sheet together. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

However, just because two independent clauses can stand alone as their own sentence, that doesn't 
mean they have to. Joining two independent clauses creates a compound sentence. If you want to 
suggest that independent events are closely related to each other, you can join two independent clauses 
by a comma and a coordinating conjunction. The coordinating conjunctions are easily remembered by 
the acronym FANBOYS, or for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so. 

For example: 

I am at the front door, but I am not with the police. 

'I am at the front door' and 'I am not with the police' are two independent clauses joined by the 
coordinating conjunction 'but.' 

You can also join two independent clauses with a semicolon and conjunctive adverb - which is just an 
adverb that's able to connect two thoughts. For instance: 

I am at the front door; incidentally, I've swallowed my key. 

Incidentally, there are lots of conjunctive adverbs.  Some of them include: however, consequently, 
finally, furthermore, next, then, and therefore. 

You can just leave the adverb out: 

I am at the front door; I am the pizza deliveryman. 

Both of these joined independent clauses could function fine as separate sentences, but the semicolon 
connects the action to suggest a more intimate relationship. If you don't have anything to connect the 
two - a conjunction or a semicolon - you end up with a run-on sentence. Like so: 

I am at the front door I am the pizza deliveryman. 

http://study.com/academy/lesson/independent-clause-definition-examples-quiz.html
http://study.com/academy/lesson/coordinating-conjunction-definition-examples-quiz.html

